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The LORD-MAYOR, 


| ALDERMEN and CITIZENS, 
þ AT THE 


15 CATHEDRAL-CHURCH of St. Paul, on Friday, 
February 6, 17 56. 


B EIN G 


The Day appointed by His MajzsTY's Proclamation 
for a GENERAL FAST. | 


By PHILIP  BEARCROPT A. . M 
8. to the I the A e 


Printed by ED wARD OwEN in Varwicl-Lane. 
M DCC LVL. a 


BETHEL E, Mayor. 
Tueſday the 197th Day of February 1756, and in 


the 29th Year of the Reign of King GEORGE 
the S cox p, of Great-Britain, &c. | 


T is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Reverend Mr. Bearcrof?, 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, for his Sermon, preached before the 
Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and ſeveral of the Li- 
very Companies of this City, at the Cathedral- 

Church of St. Paul, on Friday the 6th In- 
ſtant, being the Day appointed by His Mars ry 
for a General Paſt, and fac he be deſired to 
print the ſame, 


MAN, 


Lok E xii. 4th and 5th Verſes. 


And T jay unto you, my Friends, be not afraid 
of them who kill the Body, and after that 
have no more that they can do: But I will 
forewarn you whom you ſhall fear; fear him, 
who after he hath kill:d, hath Power to caff 
into Hell; Yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. 


UR bleſſed Lord had been moſt boldly re- 
buking Vice, and reproving the Hypocriſy 
of the Seribes and Phariſees to their Faces, 
and that before the Multitude, whoſe Admi- 

ration and Reſpect by their pretended Sanctity they 

ſought. Enraged at this they began ychemently to 
urge him, and to provoke him to ſpeak of many 

Things, laying wait for him, and ſeeking to catch 

ſomething out of his Mouth, whereby they might ac- 

cuſe him : But he, who ſpoke as never Man before 
him ſpoke, was not to be entangled in his Talk. In 
the mean Time, (ſays the firſt Verſe in the Chapter) 
when there was gathered together an innumerable 

Multitude of People, inſomuch that they trod one up- 
on another, he began to fay unto his Diſciples firſt of 
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all; Beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees, which is 
Hypocriſy ; 1. e. take heed of Hypocriſy, which ſpoils 
all their Actions, their weekly Faſts, their long Pray- 


ers, their critical Nicety in paying of Tithes, theſe, 


by their perverſe Uſe of them, were become abomi- 
nable in the Sight of God, becauſe they were prac- 
ticed only to deceive, to gain Honour and a great Re- 
putation for Holineſs, that they might the more eaſily 
impoſe on, and plunder the deluded Croud. Our Sa- 
viour then proceeds to tell his Diſciples, that they 
ſhould not be afraid of their Malice, but openly re- 
prove their flagrant Enormities, for the very worſt 
which they could do to them was only to kill the Bo- 
dy, 7. e. ſeparate it from the Soul, while the Al- 
mighty God, if they baſely imitated, or ſervilely 
feared to reprimand theſe deteſtable Hypocrites, had 


it in his. Power to caſt both Body and Soul into Hell. 


Chriſt introduceth this Piece of Advice with his 
uſual Preface to all Matters of the higheſt Impor- 
tance: I ſay unto you, my Friends, be not afraid of 
them which kill the Body, and after that have no 
more that they can do; but I. will forewarn you, 
whom you ſhall fear, fear him, who, after he hath 


killed, hath Power to caſt into Hell; Yea, I fay unto 


you, fear him, Since nothing elſe would do, but all 


the Arguments drawn from the other Divine Attributes 


were perverted and miſapplied, Chriſt cometh at laſt 
to God's infinite Power, and to make the deeper Im- 
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preſſion on us, brings it Home to ourſelves, and, in 
the Language of the Prophet, ſets the Terrors of the 
Lord in Array againſt us, to try, if even theſe could 
force us to our Duty, and make us learn this the firſt 
Leſſon of all true Religion, to fear God, 7. e. to en- 
tertain ſuch a reverential Awe of him in our Minds, 
as to value and eſteem his Favour, more than that of 
the whole World; for as Chriſt reaſoneth upon this 
Subject, What ſhall a Man profit, if he gain the whole 
World, and hoſe his own Soul; or what ſhall a Man give 
in Exchange for his Soul ? If that is once loſt and caſt 
into Hell, there to dwell with everlaſting Burnings, 
what will a// the Things of this World avail him ? 
Can they Prone his Liberty, or ſo much as one Mo- 
ments Reſpife,his Pains ? Thoſe racking Pains, whoſe 
Worm dieth not, and whoſe Fire will never be 
quenched? This ſurely is a Conſideration, which (if 
any thing can) muſt ſtartle the moſt determined Sin- 
ner, and even in Spite of himſelf, make him tremble 
at the fatal Iſſue of a wicked Life. It is a fearful 
Thing to fall into the Hands of the Living God ; for 
who can ſtand in his Sight when he is angry ; if his 
Wrath be kindled, yea, but a litie, happy are all they, 
(and they alone) who put their Truſt in him. 


But if this will not prevail with us, let us conſider 
that God's Juſtice is as infinite as his Mercy, let us for 
a while attend ſeriouſly to thoſe horrible. and af- 
frighting Queſtions of the Prophet: Who among us 
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ſhall dwell with the devouring Fire? Who among us 
ſhall dwell with everlaſting Burnings? And we ſhall 
all anſwer and fay, let us amend ourſelyes at once, 
and ſhew our Conviction of the Neceflity of Repen- 
tance, by beginning to repent ; otherwiſe (he that is 
faithful hath promiſed) we have God's Veracity and 
Juſtice engaged to us, we ſhall have our Portion with 
thoſe everlaſting Burnings, which I tremble with 
Horror but to name. Who among us can dwell with 
everlaſting Burnings ? Whoſe Blood doth not curdle at 
the Thought of Hell-Fire? Turn ye, turn ye then 
from your evil Ways, for they lead to theſe Chambers 
of Deſtruction. God, it is true, 1s very merciful and 
long-ſuffering, and rich in Goodneſs and Forbearance 
to the Wicked, to try if it be poſſible by theſe gentler 
Methods to reclaim them ; God never willeth the 
Death of a Sinner, but he had rather, much rather, 
that he would turn from his Wickedneſs and live; 
but if he will be obſtinate and run headlong on, God's 
— Method is to ſet his Terrors in Array againſt him, 
to fright him into Repentance before that dreadful 
Day of the Lord ſhall come, when he ſhall ariſe to 
ſhake terribly the Earth, and to take Vengeance on all 
thoſe obdurate Sinners who will not repent, and obey 
the Goſpel of Chriſt his Son; when God ſhall give 
up his Omnipotence to Wrath, and make his whole 
Diſpleaſure to ariſe: Then, though the Wicked dig 
into Hell (God tells them by the Prophet Amos) 
thence ſhall his Hand take them; though they climb 
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up into Heaven, thence will he bring hawk FREY 
though they hide themſelves in the Top of Carmel, 
thence will he ſearch them out; and though they be 
hid in the Bottom of the Sea, thence will he com- 
mand the Serpent, and he ſhall Bite them. Say not 
thou therefore, I will hide myſelf from the Lord; 
ſhall any remember me from above? I ſhall not be 
remeinbered among ſo many People; for what is my 
Soul among ſuch an infinite Number of Creatures ? 
Say not thou thus; for behold the Heaven, and the 
Heaven of Heavens, the Deep, and the Earth, and 
all that therein is ſhall be moved, when God ſhall 
vifit; the Mountains alſo, and Foundations of the 
Earth ſhall be ſhaken with Trembling, when the 
Lord looketh upon them, 


What Heart can meditate on theſe Things wor- 
thily, and not make it the governing Principle of all 
its Actions, to ſerve God with reverence and godly 
Fear. 


Neceſſity is laid upon us, yea, woe be unto us as Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, if we preach not ſometimes this Part 
of his Goſpel, wherein the Wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs 
of Men, who hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; for 
otherwiſe we ſhall one Day be reproached, as the Prieſts 
of Vrael were by the Prophet Tatah, we ſhall be called 
blind Watchmen, all ignorant, and dumb Dogs that 
cannot 
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cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, and loving to 
Slumber ; and what is worſe we ſhall be condemned 
of Hypocriſy by our Lord; becauſe, in direct Con- 
tradiction to the Precept in the Text, wherein we are 
forbid to fear Man, we flatter and deceive to pleaſe 
him, and cry Peace, Peace, where there is no Peace ; 
there is no Peace faith my God to the Wicked, This 
therefore I am obliged to tell you, and that the bitter 
Conſequence of Sin is Miſery, eternal Miſery both of 


Body and Soul. Knowing theſe Terrors of the Lord, 


it is our indiſpenſable Duty to lay them before you 
ſometimes, and by theſe Arguments to endeavour to per- 
ſuade you to forſake your vicious Courſes ; and when 


more properly can theſe Terrors be enforced, than on 


this ſolemn Day of Humiliation; when the King, 
the Princes, the Counſellors, the Magiſtrates, the 
Governors, the Captains, and the Judges, and all the 
People of the Land are met together, with a moſt 
awful Senſe of God's Almighty Power (at whoſe 
Rebuke the Earth trembleth, and the very Founda- 
tions of the Hills ſhake, and the Sea is removed from 
his Place) to throw themſelves down before his Foot- 
ſtool, and to bewail their Iniquities, their great and 


manifold Iniquities, which have moſt juſtly provoked 


his Wrath and Indignation againſt this Land. For, 
is it not to be feared, that the Lord may have a Con- 
troverſy with us as with the 1/ae/ites of Old, becauſe 
there is no Truth or Knowledge of God in the Land ; 
by ſwearing and lying, and killing, and committing 
Adultery, 
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Adultery they break out, and Blood toucheth Blood ? 
And if we fay, ſurely theſe are the Poor, they are 
fooliſh, they know not the Way of the Lord and the 
Judgment of their God ; but we will get us to the 
Great Men, and will ſpeak to them, ſurely they have 
known the Way of the Lord, and the Judgment of 
their God ; but alas! Theſe have altogether broken 
the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds, they have waxen fat, 
they ſhine, yea, they overdo the Deeds of the poor 
Wicked; and yet they proſper : And ſhall I not viſit 
for theſe Things, faith the Lord; ſhall not my Soul 
be avenged of ſuch a Nation as this. God's Judg- 
ments are abroad, his Awakening Hand hath been 
lifted up very near us, and we have but too much 
Reaſon to fear, it will fall moſt heavily on us, unleſs 
we turn to him in Weeping, Faſting, and Praying ; 
leſt we alſo be conſumed. For otherwiſe, God's 
Juſtice and Honour ſtand engaged to us for his doing 
it, and that, as we are a very ſinful People, in this 
preſent World, It is not with Nations, as with par- 
ticular Perſons ; there is a Time appointed for God to 
Judge us in a Future State as Individuals ; but as we 
are combined into the Body Politick in this World only, 
God will reward and puniſh us, as to our Behaviour 
as a Nation, here, and ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands of 
them that ove him and keep his Commandments, while 
he viſiteth the Iniquities of the Fathers, upon ine! ini- 
quitous Children, 20 the third and fourth Generation of 
them that hate bi ; becauſe they continue the fame 
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permanent Body as a Nation and therefore continue 

the fame proper Objects of God's vindictive Juſtice, if 
for any very heinous Crimes he ſhall think fit to pu- 
niſh them through ſucceſſive Generations. And ſhould 
our Sons of Belial, ſay upon this Occaſion, with thoſe 
of old Times, the Fathers have eaten ſour Grapes, and 
the Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge, (for it is ſuch old 
Arguments as theſe modernized, that theſe Wretches, 
who are wiſer in their own Conceit than ſeven Men 
that can render a Reaſon, generally make Uſe of,) if 
they will Reaſon with God, he will adviſe them not 


to uſe that Proyerb any more, for his Ways are equal, 


and the Soul that finneth, it ſhall ſurely die; and 
therefore they are only the wicked Children of wicked. 
Parents, who are puniſhed for the complicated Sins os 
their Fathers and themſelves. And as to thoſe few 
Righteous, who may be involved among the Wicked, 
in any National Calamities, though in the Sight of the 
Unwiſe, they ſeem to die, and their Departure is taken 
for Miſery, yet they are in Peace ; they are in Truth, 
like good King Jeſiab, only taken away from the Evil 
to come, or, having been a little chaſtiſed, they ſhall 
be greatly rewarded, God having neoved them and 
found them worthy for himſelf, 


The Wiſe Man, in Eccleſiaſticus, obſerves of theſe 
National Humiliations, that they, who fear the Lord, 
will humble themſelves in his Sight, ſaying, we will 


fall into the Hands of the Lord, and not into the 
Hands 
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Hob of TS for as his Majeſty 1 is, ſo is his Mercy. 


The Majeſty and Mercy of God are POP tranſcen- 
dently great. 


The Aſyrian Courtiers Salutation of their Monarchs 
(O King live for ever.) is ſtrictly applicable only to 
the great King of Kings, God over all, bleſſed for 
ever ; who, when condeſcending to ſhadow out his Ex- 
callency to his beloved Daniel, appeared under the Fi- 
gure of the Ancient of Days, whoſe Garment was 

' white as Snow, and the Hair of his Head like pure 
Wodl, his Ti brone was like the fiery Flame, and his 
Wheels as burning Fire, and a fiery Stream iſſued out 
before him: Thouſand Thouſands miniſired unto him, 
and ten Thouſand Times ten Ti bouſand flood before _ 
great and only Potentate, who is wonderful ano! 
Princes of the Earth ; who 8 verb 5 to the Hum- 
Ble, but ſcattereth the D in the Imagination of their 
Hearts; to teach us not to be afraid of Man that ſhall 
die, and of the Son of Man that ſhall be made as. Graſs, 
but to rely on the Lord our Maker, who hath ſtretched 


forth the Heavens and laid the Foundations of the 
Earth, | 2 


And when God was pleaſed to reveal himſelf to 5 


Servant Moſes, a Voice from Heaven d roclaimed him, 
the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 


ſuffering and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth ; as 
B 2 chooſing 
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chooſing rather to be honoured for his Mercy and 
Goodneſs, than for his . and Power. 


It was the affectionate Caution of Moſes to his be- 
loved Iſraelites, to beware, leſt, when they had eaten 
and were full, and had builded them goodly Houſes, 
and dwelled e and their Flocks and their Herds 
were multiplied, their Silver and Gold were multipli- 
ed, and all that they had was multiplied, their 
Hearts ſhould be lifted up, and they ſhould ſay, my 
Power and the Might of my Hand hath gotten me this 
Wealth, Plenty is too apt to fill the Mind with Wan- 


tonneſs and Pride, while it ſhould work on truly noble 


Ones the contrary Effect; becauſe this Goodneſs of 
God yet endureth to us, it ought to lead us all, from 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt, to Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, —The Sword, the firſt of God's ſore 
Judgments, is drawn in our Colonies, and it is threa- 
tened to be levelled at our Throats. For the Preven- 
tion of this, we have this Day moſt earneſtly beſought 


God, that he would vouchſafe to go forth with our 


Fleets and Armies ; that he would continue to be gra- 
cious, and make faſt the Bars of our Gates within us, 
that no preſumptuous Foe, notwithſtanding all his 
mighty Boaſtings, may be able to hurt us. The 
Events and Iſſues of War are without our Reach; they 
depend on the good Pleaſure of him who doth what- 


foever ie: pleafeth in Heaven and in Earth, in the 
Sea 


. 
- 
* — 3 — . _—_— - 


— v — — 


the Rt. Hon. the LokD Mavos, c. | 


— 


Sea, and in all deep Places. It is God, who giveth the 
Victory; and, to obtain this great Bleſſing, when our 
Hoſt goeth forth to War, we muſt be eſpecially care- 
ful to put from us every wicked Thing, leſt He, who 

is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, ſhould turn 
his Face from us and we ſhou'd be troubled ; now 
when great Vexations are on the Inhabitants of the 
Earth round about us, and great Cities are fallen and 
ſunk under God's correcting Hand. 


We are taught, by the Prophet Feremiab, that at 
what Inſtant God ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation and 
concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up or to pull down 
and to deſtroy it; if that Nation, againſt which he 
hath pronounced, turn from it's Evil, he will repent 
of the Evil which he thought to do unto it. And 
at what Inſtant he ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation 
and concerning a Kingdom, to build and to plant it, if 
it do Evil in his Sight, that it obey not his Voice, 
then he will repent of the Good wherewith he faid he 
would benefit it. Nineveb, that great City, (wherein 
were more than Sixſcore Thouſand Perſons ſo young 
that they could not diſcern between their Right Hand 
and their Left,) is a pregnant Inſtance of this awful 
Truth: Upon God's forewarning Nineveb by his Pro- 
phet Jonab, (yet Forty Days and Nineveh ſhall be deſ- 
troy'd ;) the People believed God and proclaimed a 
Faſt, and put on Sackcloth and Aſhes from the great- 
eſt to the leaſt of them, and cried mightily unto the 


wy Lord 
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Lord, and turned them from their evil Ways; and 
God repented of the Evil which he ſaid he would do 
unto them, and he did it not. 


We of this great City alſo have in Mercy been ad- 
moniſhed, and not very long ago, by its Tremblings, 
received very awakening Strokes : But (blefled be 
God) the Sentence of Condemnation, the Hand-writing 
on the Wall, is not yet come out againſt us; And may 
God continue to ſpare us, tho' we deſerve Punithment ; 
or however, not correct us in Anger, but in the Midſt 
of Judgment remember Mercy, and be favourable to 
us, who have humbled our Souls in his Sight and turn- 
ed to him in Faſting and Prayer! 


Repentance and Confeſſion of Sins is alway, (but 
more eſpecially in Times of Humiliation,) the moſt 
proper Introduction to the divine Majeſty, wherefore 
our Church Liturgy brings us every Day before God, 
with the Acknowledgment, that we have erred and 
ſtrayed from his Ways; but on this moſt Solemn Occa- 
fon, we confeſs with Sorrow and Confuſion of Face, 
the crying Sins of this Nation, our long Unfruitfulneſs 


under the Means of Grace and the Light of the Goſpel, 


and the many wonderful Deliverances of this Church 
and State, which God of his infinite Goodneſs hath 
vouchſafed unto us, and therefore it is only owing to 
the Bowels of his Mercy that we are not conſumed. 

Our- 
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Our Bleſſed Lord hath kindly cautioned us againſt 
Preſumption in his Anſwer to thoſe Jews, who told him 
of thoſe Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate had mingled 
with their Sacrifices—exceps ye repent ye ſhall all like- 
w/e periſh, -We ought to pity and compaſſionate thoſe 
unhappy Perſons, who are involved in any great and 
coinmon A and not arrogantly to conclude that 
they were greater Sinners than ourſelves ; we ought to 
take Warning from their Misfortunes, and to endeavour, 
by a timely Repentance, to make our Peace with our. 
offended Creator, leſt the ſame, or even a worſe Puniſh- 
ment, overtake us for our manifold Tranſgreſſions. 


God's Judgments are a great Deep, much too deep 

to be fathomed by the ſhort Line of Human Under- 
ſtanding; and therefore, inſtead of thinking uncharita- 
bly of the unhappy Objects ſuffering under them; it 
is our proper Duty to forſake Wickedneſs, and to learn 
Righteouſneſs, and to ſerve God with Reverence and 
Godly Fear, Fear is the moſt watchful Paſſion of the 

Soul, implanted in it by our allgracious Creator to 
forewarn and foreatm us againſt all impending Dangers; 
and it is by ſome Men objected to as a perpetual Diſ- 
quietude to our Minds, but in Godly Fear, this is the 
very reverſe of Truth; there is this eſpecial and moſt | 
ineſtimable Property in the Fear of God, that it freeth us | | 
from all other Fear, | | 


He 
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He that (according to the bold Expreſſion of Scrip- 
ture) walketh with God, and has made him his Friend, 
will joyfully exclaim, thc Lord is on my Side, I will not 
fear what Man can do unte me. He will fear neither 
Man, nor all the Powers of Hell, he will dwell in Safe- 
ty, and reſt in Peace, guarded by that Omnipotence, 
of which the Wicked have felt the Arm, and dread 


the * Thought. 


On the contrary, if we conſult Experience, we ſhall 
find none fo fearful as thoſe who pretend to caſt behind 
them all Fear, I mean the Modern Free-thinker and 
Debauchee; of theſe Men that of he Ronan Satyriſt is 
ſtill literally truc ; theſe Bravoes are the moſt errant 
Cowards and turn pale at the Thunder of that Power, 
which they pretend to deſpiſe. For a Puniſhment of 
their Arrogance, God giveth them a trembling Heart ; 
and it is but Juſt, that ſince they will not reverence 
God as Sons, they ſhould be overwhelmed wich Aſto- 
niſhment as Slaves. It is therefore true, moſt ſtrictly 
true, that the Fear of God, or a due Regard to his Al- 
mighty Power and perpetual Preſence with us, will de- 
liver us from all other Fear; and tho' the Sea ſhould be 
troubled, and the Waves thereof ſhould be mighty and 
rage horribly, tho' the Foundations of the Earth ſhould 
be ſhaken, and the Hills be removed and carried into 


the Midſt of the Sea, at God's chiding, at the blaſting 
of 


The Rt. Hon. the Lord Mavok, Oc. 
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of the Breath of his Diſpleaſure ; ſecure of his Al- 


mighty Protection, who careth for his Servants, God 
bids every one of them not to fear, for he is with him; 
not to be diſmayed, for he will ſtrengthen him and help 
him with his Hand; when he paſſeth thro' the Waters 
he will be with him, and when he walketh thro' the 
Fire he ſhall not be burned, 


It is not for us to know the Methods and Seaſons of 
God's Viſitations, he hath reſerved them to himſelf to 
awe a wicked and preſumptuous World with their 
Dread. But he moſt kindly hath forewarned us by 
Chriſt, (that when there ſhall be Signs in the Sun, and in 
the Moon, and in the Stars; and on the Earth Diſtreſs 
of Nations with Perplexity ; the Sea and the Waves 
roaring ; Mens Hearts failing them with Fear, and 
looking after thoſe Things which are coming upon 
the Earth,) to take Heed to onrſelves, leſt at any 
Time our Hearts be overchargi with Surfeiting and 


Drunkenneſs, and Cares of thi Life; and to watch 


and pray, that we may be accounted worthy to eſ- 
e all theſe Things that ſhall come upon the Earth, 
and to Stand before the Son of Man, Chriſt him- 
ſelf, when he ſhall come to judge us. Therefore 
let every one of us firmly reſolve, to begin this ve- 
ry Day (with the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) to 
cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, till we become perfect in Holineſs through the 
Fear of God, 
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This is the true and only Way to fave ourſelves, 
and at the ſame Time to do Honour to God, and to 
our Holy Religion, and to preſerve this great City, by 
adding to the Number of thoſe few righteous Men, 
for whoſe Sake, (and its noble Charities greatly con- 
tributing to cover the Multitude of its Sins) we hope 
God will continue to be Gracious, and to repeat his 
Loving-kindneſſes, which have been ever of Old. 
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